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HO ARE THESE GUYS, ANYWAY?

Shatter is the first computerized comic.
Everything you see (except the coloring),
including the type on this page, was created
on an Apple Macintosh computer and the
Apple LaserWriter printer.

Shatter is Sadr AIl-Din Morales, a.k.a.
Jack Scratch, a.k.a. Herbert Philbrick,
a.k.a. any other identity cards he happens to
be carrying at the time. Shatter was a cop in
Daley City (located in the state of Chicago-
land) — until he stumbled across a scheme to
transfer one person's skills to another
instantaneously by means of RNA injections.

Only trouble was you had to remove the
person's brain in order to get the RNA. Only
trouble was the skill transfer was only
temporary; it didn't last. Only trouble was the
effects were permanent on just one person in
the entire world — Shatter.

Used to be everyone wanted a piece of
Shatter — until his RNA-enhanced brain
figured out a way to produce a diluted transfer
method that works on anybody, without killing
the donor.

LAST ISSUE: Shatter cobbled together an
army of the Alien Nation and the Allnight
Newsboys to stop an insurance war that
was laying waste to Daley City. Then he
bought back his cop contract from the real
Jack Scratch. Now, he's back on the beat

again...
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So did the
MOTHER --
and he's

DEAD.

You mean CAT
MOTHER? What
happened?

Probably blew himself up
with all those WEAPONS you
gave him.
That idiot
didn't know his
ass from an
anti-personnel
bomb.




Why do | get INVOLVED in this
stuff?

My RNA-ENHANCED brain had come up with the perfect scam to support =
my new standard of 11v1ng for a very long hme Whg ROCK the boat? F

Hey , Philbr--I mean,
1 SHATTER--ease up on the
controls. Those guys are
DEAD. They're not GOING
anywhere.

Sorry, Rav. | just want to get there before the REGULAR
Daley City COPS have a chance to MUCK UP the EVIDENCE

it --z g

ARG Vith my Tuck, they
’ il probably sent in..

.. BULLDOG DRUMMOND. | pemem—

N

Morales, what are )
YOU doin' here? this

is official POLICE ; -
business. You AIN'T Yanna bet? | bought out the

acop no more. ! JACK SCRATCH sub-contract. |

&
Vs

I'm back on the beat. Aeh
o, 4 1, .
V Yell, watch you YY Yeah, sure. ¥
gy ass, TEMP-boy. Y:" 5 Maybe I'Tl
’ : bid on YOUR

X job next. 3




The BANTER with Drummond took my MIND off what
my EYES saw. Bodies lay everywhere, sprawled in a
grotesque DANCE of DEATH. What had CAUSED this?

| 1 had UNDERBID aTl the other temp cops
for this job. | OWED the Mother.

‘But Drummond was REGULAR Daley City police--which
| meant I'd have to report to HIM. It didn't pay to rile him.

£4 3

th 5 : Yuck. | prefer
| What you SEE is [l i B x b 4B nice CLEAN
[l what you GET. NS A SN\ bullet holes.

»w.

What you WANT: o | Nah. Just
sure don't need i - _you feel like a MAN? '
the BREAD. And 4 . A Tl l
UNDERBIDDING p *’i;“““m mm Bt
all the time's
gonna make you
some ENEMIES.

guess.




~ We gave Drummond a lift back to police

HEADQUARTERS. Ever since | had stolen HIS

aircar, he had been dying to get inside MINE
' so he could return the favor. '

2 s 4
éiﬂi!ilﬁ%ill&r

 Athanas * Colors: Olyoptics * Editor: Rick Oliver/Laurel Fitch j&

i Created b ‘PETER B. GILLIS and MIKE SAENZ
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Police HQ has some impressive
SECURITY SYSTE

Stand by.

N "

ident:
Ravenant,
Yorker.

Worker...... .




rasound probe:!

1 please remove all
_: non-departmental :
”\vgapons:Thank'l

oice Stress. ..
Analysis:
No immediate

_hostile threat.

LSRR

W

‘N
That's just plain RAVENANT. Worker is
a CLASS distinction, not my name.

i Be
w BEEEER S

)
=

Now like | said,
W ATCH your temp ass.
And tell your GIRL to
CHILL OUT.

If anybody mistakes her for a
HYPNO, she'll be laying REAL chilly.




C SABOTEUR. Used to be
anybody could just BUY a cop contract, waltz
right in, SABOT AGE any pertinent files, and
permanently ERASE the record of a crime.

After they plugged THAT leak,
L certain creative types implanted
, POST-HYPNOTIC SUGGESTIONS in
; £ 3 | registered temps and regular
Yeah, but that hardly ever happens ; = cops. The poor guys didn't even

anymore. It takes mega-creds to do a : know they were walking TIME
brain job that'll pass VOICE-STRESS. BOMBS.

This must
be our floor.




1 What was this guy LOOKING for ? And
could | STOP him before he FOUND it?

You WITH me,
Ravenant?

AN

You're on your OWN, Shatter.
Drummond's out cold and I've
got my HANDS full!

CRUDE

~—but EFFECTIVE. |




RNA don't fail
e now.

'He was PROGRAMMED to
complete his mission or
DIE in the attempt.




Oof. Yeah,
thanks. | owe
you one.

Any idea what he ‘
was after?

; L& s
Then we can't PINPOINT the source.

If we knew which FILES he was after, |

then we'd know who had the MOTIVE
to scramble his brain. Must have
been something BIG, though. Cheaper
to BUY a judge than ALTER a
security-clearance detective.

How about you, Ravenant? Need
some HELP with that guy?

Umm...anybody
need a new pair
of SHOES?

He didn't seem real PICKY.
Looked like a GLOBAL
search and destroy.

-

Well, what's the

1 BIGGEST case you've got |

right now?




AND BILL JAASKA
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T : ‘ :
_ﬁgg"’“ Ye've got 138 bodies —- all ) ' orblt provtde CLEAN
5 victims of WATER POLLUTION. , elirr tin  the source of mosf
Toxin unknown ’ . utarn '

The lake. Used to be the LAKEFRONT was the most
prestigious address —- Now it's IN the lake.

2} Back around the turn of the centurg , when it looked
| like the earth's BIOSPHERE was going to collapse
from the weight of human pollution, the very
wealthy created the}r own SELF-CONT AINED
btospp\eres =
“ complete with deserts, oceans, forests, and
] farms -- all in glass-enclosed DOMES.

There they would WAIT OUT the coming
catastrophe, using the lake as a MOAT
to protect their floating castles.




There just ISN'T “
any pollution
anymore.

Yeah, well this is
the FIFTH CASE
this week.

Yhat? Why hasn't there been
anything about it on the
NEWSNET ?

Maybe it wasn't
newsworthy. What with you
taking over the city and then

tossing it up for grabs,
maybe mass death gotta take
a number.

Besides, the
folks that
MAKE the

news don't
care.
They're
SEALED UP

| nice and tight

on the lake.




You don't understand, Rav.
It's a CLOSED sg stem.

The ecolog1ca'| BALANCE of a blosphere is very DELIC ATE
Nothing comes IN, nothing goes OUT.

Not exactly. But they don't go out
for DINNER too often, either. If
they do, they have to ELIMINATE
whatever they ate outside before
they can go back in.

But none of this is getting us any}
closer to who killed Cat Mother.
L So if you'll excuse me...

ST G

e
1M“ 1§%‘i‘5“ \a




1 may not be able tc plag the PiANG ut give me a
KEYBOARD and watch my fi gers fly.

: 'PRRHMETERS OF
SEARCH AREA?

Daley City, 50 mile

F.C.C. RESTRICTED DATA
FILES.

Access DENIED... ||| [||| Command: override.

QUERY:
F.C.C. OVERRIDE CODE

- 10-TKO-LSMFT

[INVALID CODE.
ACCESS DENIED.

ATTEMPTED SECURITY BREACH
REPORTED TO F.C.C REGIDNAL
OFFICES.

——




\(Halt-gou—are— !
Qnder-arrest;)
./Ii]egal—dumping-code-violation-\.
public-purity-law-section-18-
L 245. Sentence-termination._j

.

SHATTER! Get your
ass in here! We've got
COMP ANY!

What are you
SHOOTING at this




[e——

| What took you so LONG?
Didn't | get your NAME
‘ right?

—
e

: Resistence-is-useless.

ey

|

i
(Damn! I'm not PACKING

| don't know, but they're probably
here to see YOU--your name's on
the MAILBOX!

atever they were, Ravenant was

. Yhile | did some very
going to have to STALL thm... of : fast RESEARCH.

SHATTER! Where the
hell are you GOING?

\ .
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JOINS CREATOR/WRITER STEVEN GRANT :
: . TSR TR V

CIALCHRISTMAS ISSUE! &
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I Prime Directive : o A" —— =

=iy e Seek and Destroy Septic: Y
==l EAPollution Code Yiolators.
ST —
o A G0 SEWER DOGS?!
‘ e Secondaru Weapon Sgstem-
HELP, you MORON! Shoulder mounted

'-'-'-'-‘ "'-‘-'-ln -Z‘. e e teta s

Verbal Command:
Identify radio control

frequency. Locate and =N P 2l : =
interrupt command 3 aor =
broadcast signal. i
] : STOP THOSE MOTHERS!

There's GOT to be a way to stop them!
I've got the SKILLS to do any--




[ Wha--? Huh? CYAN? }

JIY ant . B - Za

I'm feeling
BETTER.

I'm part of YOU
now... and
we're NAKED,
by the way.

’

e
£

itz

fiiifsite.

\
Give me a break. People don't just
come back from the dead.

Ooo. Very good. Did you
learn that in school, or did
you think it up all by
yourself?

Yho ARE you?
And what are
you doing here?

: IIII Ixnu“" i

Ig:\n
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Don't worry. It's on’lg a
DREAM.

=
=

Besides, you don't have any
SECRETS from me. | know
EVERYTHING about you. For
instance, | know--

= = e

= -— =

(This ain't YOUR dream.
Now ...

What the hell are S\

you doing here?!

aEmEESE

You might say
protecting my
INVESTMENT.

&

Most of the RNA trapped inside your head came

So you've got the SKILLS of
hundreds of h1ghlg SPECIALIZED

0ccass1ona“g call on
one to PICK a lock or
PUNCH somebody.

from ME. So like | said -- I'm PART of you now.

Hey,
these
aren‘'t my
BREASTS!

Is this what I DIED for? For
you to be a perpetual

VICTIM?

¥ AKE UP,
Shatter!
Use your
BRAINS!




e .4 OUT ? Better do a

A ——————————————

Ugh. What a horrible
NIGHTMARE. | wonder
what Ravenant would --

RAVENANT!
The sewer
_ dogs!

Let's see what comes up on
the internal MONITORS.

What were those
sewer dogs doing
HERE?

Cassssersrseanen

And what did they
do with Ravenant?




It all comes back to POLLUTION. And it all hit the fan when |
tried to override an F. C. C. security lock-out. What's any of
this have to do with the Federal Communications Commission?

Sewer dogs have
only one PURPOSE :
to track down and
kill illegal dumpers
- poﬂu’(ers

Time to
callin a
MARKER.

| want gou to tell
me why your
office would want
you to prevent
me from
accessing recent
data on pollution
offenses.

Let me
g check the
regs...
ah, here

itis =

Oh, it's YOU,
Morales. What do
you want this

pollution. All ":‘3“‘ . /-Before the mtroduchon of DN A-altered
are automatically bacterial purifiers, you could get KILLED I
referred to the {over a bottle of WATER. The PRESS didn'
appropriate fsderal help the situation either--so the feds

agency. decided to put a LID on it. _)'




And what is the
“appropriate federal
agency 2"

Let's see... it was
CONTRACTED OUT in '24.

" Hmm.. nobody . The contract LAPSED
in '41. No more large scale pollution,

somebody IS
polluting?

to the federal

government, and ¢
then it's

transferred to.

Different contract. Pollution or no, the

city maintains the system as a safety net.
-:.—:;.—-——--W ‘qm ~

And who has THAT contract?

o o =

¥ ASTE-NOT Corporation

And WHERE are they located?

o~

.f Hmm... dunno. They were :
" | BOUGHT OUT by a blind holding |
'k company two months ago. J
AN

So if sewer dogs start running AMOK and

¥ ASTING civilians, who do | complain to?
N

— . z
'\Beats me. That's not an F.C.C. problem.

\




Well, if the corporation
won't come to Morales,
Morales will come to
the corporation. Y And a can

of COKE.

| hate to WASTE this stuff. It
costs a small FORTUNE.

Oh well,
here goes

And it's almost SO

impossible to FIND
anymore.




laser system charging.
Activate projectile cannons.

|

] Target Status: Stationary.
: Range : 20 meters.
s

N

AT

laser system charging.

H Pro jectile cannons locked

on target.

Identify toxin. Working. Identified:
Ilegal presence of phosphoric acid.

Sentence:

Woof! That's
cutting it CLOSE!




Halt-you-are- [ ey
5| Primary
under-arrest.
v | . Ml lasers

lTocked
and

Y ¢ MRS

Bullseye!

Now I've got a
new COLLAR
for Fido.

Okag , Bowser take
A me to your LE ADER
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Dear Rick, Steve, Charlie and
Peter,

Shatter #11 was truly a
masterpiece. Every panel was
a work of art. Steve, your col-
oring was even better than the
last two issues. Charlie, your
graphics are as wonderful and
realistic-as ever. The art on
page 1 was breathtaking. And
Peter, your storylines give the
book a nice "Miami Vice" of
the future feel.

Rick, keep the Shatter
team in line and see if you can
get Peter to keep Shatter in
Daley City for a while. "The
Third World War" is something
| would like to forget.

By the way, don't let the
graphics look too much more
realistic — after all, why have a
computerized comic if it
doesn't look like it?

Matt Weldon
967 Maple Grove Drive
Greenwood, IN 46143

Because the long range
goal is for the computer to be
a tool that all artists can use,
without producing a jarring
difference between
“computer” graphics and
those produced by other
means. Just as computers
have revolutionized and ex-
panded the horizons of spe-
cial effects in film and televi-
sion, hopefully personal com-
puters will revolutionize and
expand the field of comics art.
Shatter is just the first step.

Dear Rick,
It seems a lot of people
have made accusations about

the storyline of Shatter bear-
ing an uncanny resemblance
to that of the movie titled
Bladerunner. I've never seen
the movie, but being a big fan
of the late Philip K. Dick, I've
read the novel, "Do Androids
Dream of Electric Sheep," on
which the movie is based. It is
about a guy who hunts down
androids illegally imported
from Mars with sub-plots about
ecology, endangered animals
and a new messiah on a
derelict earth with a depleted
population. Sound like
Shatter? Not to me!

On to issue 11. It seems
that Sadr is absorbing more
than personal talents and
traits: he's now taking person-
alities. Witness his new-found
sense of nobility at the fire.
Following his instincts doesn't
seem to be working well,
though. He's going to have to
supplement his RNA en-
hancement with some serious
study (after he's thawed out).

Charlie Harris
2657 N. Mountain
Tucson, AZ 85719

| am both a fan of the book
and the movie (which bears
little resemblance to the for-
mer), and | think the compari-
son between Shatter and
Bladerunner (the movie) is on
a visual level. The visual "feel"
of Daley City is not unlike that
of the futuristic Los Angeles in
Bladerunner. And if Michael
Saenz, Charlie Athanas,
and Ridley Scott share the
same visual sensibilities, that's
fine by me.

Dear Chuang Tzu,

Greetings to you from the
20th century. | was reading
Shatter #11 the other day. On
page 2, you say you are a re-
puted international biologist
under the name of Hayao
Miyazaki. Who? Hayao
Miyazaki was a famous
Japanese animation director in
the 20th century, of whom |
happen to be a fan. | am happy
to know that you decided to
carry on the spirit of Miyazaki in
the future by using his name
as one of your aliases. As a
Shatter and Miyazaki fan in the
20th century and a Mac doo-
dler, | wish to send you some
scenes from Miyazaki's movies
| generated with FullPaint.
Finally, I'll be looking forward
to see your further adventures
as Shatter's companion in the
future issues. | wish you good
health.

P.S. By the way, a
LaserWriter output of these
pictures would have been
nice.

Takayuki Karahashi
1529 Cedarwood Drive
San Mateo, CA 94403

Sorry we couldn't repro-
duce your art here, Takayuki.
Next time, send a disk!

Dear Rick,

Shatter was one of the first
independent comics | even
purchased. After many others
have come and gone, I'm still
reading Shatter. There have
been low points in the series
but nothing bad enough to
make me want to stop reading.




panels later.”

“Out of the last eleven issues, number nine stands out as the
only one that's different. The only one that's uniquely
interesting. The only one that doesn't take too many new
concepts and introduce them only to abandon them two

Needless to say, the new look
is fantastic! The story may still
be good-not-great but the art
is improving all the time.

Try not to delve too deeply
into Shatter's past. His role as
a "mystery" person is almost
totally essential to the story
line. One aspect of his
character that could be ex-
plored more is the "con-artist"
persona. Con-artists have al-
ways interested me, but
Shatter has been a let down in
this one area. It is shown that
devious ways are resorted to
in order to achieve certain
goals. The basic mechanics of
these "schemes" are not
shown though.

Sadr/Jack/Herbert would
make a great case study for
some up and coming psy-
chologist. Shatter doesn't just
change his name, clothing
and speech with each new
identity. He literally changes
personalities. Does he do this
consciously or is it a case of
schizophrenia?

By the way, could | borrow
your laser printer? Maybe you
could just give it to me for
Christmas or something...
okay? I'll even trade my old
dot-matrix printer for it. Just
write off the couple of thou-
sand dollars price difference
as a business expense.

T.M. Bald Eagle
5691 Ellicott Street Road
East Bethany, NY 14054

Dear Rick,

In the letter column of issue
11, | can be heard/quoted as
saying "If this book [Shatter

#9] is any indication of the
turn-a-round to come, then |
think I'll renew my subscrip-
tion.” | wrote that at the time
because the story and art
were both considerably im-
proved with the addition of
Charlie Athanas and with your
help in the storyline and plot-
ting. Sure, the art wasn't —
and still isn't — as good as that
first special, but it was a
tremendous improvement
over the few issues that ap-
peared before. The story, for
the first time, was truly involv-
ing and, better yet, held my
interest. But as soon as you
left the position of writ-
er/plotter, Rick, the story
turned right back into the di-
rection it was previously
heading.

Out of the last eleven is-
sues, number nine stands out
as the only one that's differ-
ent. The only one that's
uniquely interesting. The only
one that doesn't take too
many new concepts and in-
troduce them cnly to abandon
them two panels later. What
I'm saying is that Peter Gillis
seems not to be doing such a
great job on writing Shatter.
With your help, Rick, maybe
we could get a repeat in the
style of issue nine. Otherwise,
| think we're going to be fol-
lowing the same ol' type of
half-explained, confusing sto-
rylines. And do you know what
will be the result of such an
action? Boredom. That's it,
just plain boredom. If some-
thing isn't seriously done
about the storyline soon, |
don't know if us fans will be

able to hold on much longer.

As for the an, it's fine. Just
one suggestion: | think Mr.
Athanas should use more
thick and thin line to enhance
the depth perception of ob-
jects. Look at page 20, top
panel. We need thicker lines
on the cars in the foreground
to help distinguish them from
the building. At first, | didn't
notice they were there.

| hope | didn't ruin your day.

Chris Romano
Address withheld by
request

And | hope this issue of
Shatter didn't ruin yours, ei-
ther, Chris.

NEXT ISSUE:
sion of “Utopia, Ltd.” by Jay
Case and Charlie
Athanas.

— Rick Oliver

k. .
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efore he

became the

Lone Wolf,
Itto Ogami
walked in honor
as the Shogun'’s
executioner—
until the
treacherous
Yagyu clan
changed his
life forever. =g
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